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tions and means for exciting the feelings; and it
might be contended, without fear of refutation, that
by the diligent and habitual use of those considera-
tions and means, we might with confident ^ expecta-
tion of success engage in the work of raising our
affections towards our blessed Saviour to a state of
due force and activity. But, blessed be God, we
have a still better reliance; for the grand circum-
stance of all yet remains behind, which the writer has
been led to defer, from his wish to contend with his
opponents on their own ground. This circumstance
is, that here, no less than in other particulars, the
Christian's hope is founded, not on the speculations
or the strength of man, but on the declaration of
Him who cannot lie, on the power of Omnipotence.
We learn from the Scriptures that it is one main
part of the operations of the Holy Spirit, to implant
those heavenly principles in the human mind, and
to cherish their growth. We are encouraged to
believe that, in answer to our prayers, this aid from
above will give efficacy to our earnest endeavours,
if used in humble dependence on divine grace. We
may therefore with confidence take the means which
Unreason- have been suggested. But let us, in our
able conduct turn, be permitted to ask our opponents,
0/e^ors°in **ave *% humbly and perseveringly ap-
the present plied for this divine strength 1 or disclaim-
instance, ing that assistance, perhaps as tempting
them to indolence, have they been so much the more
strenuous and unwearied in the use of their own
unaided endeavours; or rather have they not been
equally negligent of both? Eenouncing the one,
they have wholly omitted the other. But this is
far from being all. They even reverse all the me-
thods which we have recommended as being calcu-
lated to increase regard; and exactly follow that
course which would be pursued by any one who

